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LIVING + DESIGN
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ake five adult siblings; add their parents, their
kids, thirty-five acres of private land on a
pristine lake and a \\'L‘El-ﬂpp{‘li]1'tt’"lﬁ| ]ru']gc, and }1_':1_1".1'-
the formula for a family that stays connected
en them. Hailing f

£5, d'ﬂl: l-'rJI'[lil'\_'.ﬂi current ﬂ(i({]'f‘;ﬁl“ﬁ are as

distant as Alaska, Seattle and California, But they
wanted a place to congregate and found it near

ooner, Wisc

“They said, "We Roosevelt  with

plumbing,” laughs interior de

want Teddy
ner Talla Skogmo,

&
ASID and partner at Edina-based Engler-Skogmo

Interior Design. But the whimsical directive set the
tone, Katherine Hillbrand, AIA and P
A Architects in Minneapolis, drove the de:
and ..i:(rgmn created the interiors. Fﬁ]geth&r, thr_‘}
blended a rustic back rop of timber ﬁ'aming and
remasonry with plush, comfortable furnishin

FAMILY STRUCTURE

With four of tl sibli now  parents

the family needed space — lots of it. And
7500 square feet, the home

CONVEYS a Cf ; _.rking onsucha E

and making it feel intimate was a big challenge,” s

Hillbrand. “We wanted each room to feel comforting

pal of

EXTERIOR: CHABRIELLE PHOTOGRAPHY

and of human scale.” And by bringing roof lines down
and creating living space within those roof lines,
Hillbrand invoked the spirit of pari; structures from
the turn of the L‘L‘IIT.LIF:-'_

Timber framing supports the lodge’s nostalgic feel,
and Hillbrand's husband, Deane Hillbrand, can take
credit for that, His hand-peeled stacked logs
compose the entire wall system up to the eaves, while

curved logs make up the tru em supporting the

roof. “They have this sculptural quality to them,” says

Katherine Hillbrand, “and they're si smooth,”
Stonemasonry -:omph. es the effect, appearing in the
8-foot tall fireplace in the living room and the thick

stone veneers on the e

FAMILY GATHERING

> family's assorted zip codes, the lodge is
) g

used frequently throughout the year. Two siblings,
Minnesotans, make r(-‘gu]ar visits to the loc | the
entire E'amil:.-' attempts to g.iﬂurr en masse at least
twice a year. And according to Skogmo, they gather in
the kitchen. “They love to cook. That's part of the fun
iaving massive dinners with everybody

g " The fulcrum point of activity, the kitchen
was designed as an open space with plenty of room
meone’s cooking, someone's

someone’s

over Ll] e counter,

III IH‘.(’_‘..-'IUSE,‘ Yhf_‘

prepping. .. They're all part of it”

head count can I twenty, they opted for some

re t;:'mrant—grad-:- appliances. “The dishwasher is

commercial gmrle - you load the trays and put them
o laughs as she points out the

It's a comm

e it's a fun group, it's easy to envision a water

Iigh[ ilﬁ!.'l’ d l‘L‘“‘ g]ﬂ&ﬁl‘h’ (!F wine,

Keeping the sense of togetherness in the dining room
was |'r1r.m'n_':unt, but ﬁnding a table that suited both
smaller and larger parties was easier said than done.
Deane Hillbrand rose to the challenge by creating
two trestle tables that lock together and are
connected by a giant la 1san. “You can take them
;lp:lrt s0 vou have two separate tables and ]tlut ]:-E'Uph"

all the way around lhem.Tho}' wanted Hexibili

INTERIOR IMAGES: GREG PAGE

lJ'n.'-‘g' wanted to be able to sit T.ngl-thl'r_" 52

“And there's a kitchen table just around the corner so

all the kids sit there, all the adults are at the two bi
"re all in the same area.”

Completing the great room trilogy, the living room

was designed to accommodate a host of comers with

an assortment of cozy sofas, loveseats and casy chairs.
With the fireplace as its focal point, there's not a flat
screen to be found. “There's no TV on the main level "
rmo. In its stead, the f.mlil)_.' :thud for a sound

vstem, and Skogmo says the wood and stone create a
pntvn( ac e is so alive and the
sound is unbelievable, You can let music do what it

ﬂhﬁl.lll.'l ({(1 jt’S rﬁa“\-‘ i:l.ll'l,“
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FAMILY PLANNING

Ihe togetherness theme climbs the stairs to the loft
outside the bedrooms and overlooking the great
room. “When we did this, there were all these little
kl S in\'()l'\.‘('(] S0 'we ‘ﬁ';l]'l'[l'l'l a Plil[:(‘ to g{l .EI.I"I(] rl'ﬂ(i
bedtime stories and just hang out,”
Hillbrand's
expression in the wrou ghl iron and twig railings that
the g

s Skogmo.

And again, Deane artistry  found

rame

'"r_:gaiilnrian" is the word Katherine Hillbrand uses as
she recalls « gn'tng the _liih]ingsl s|i.11'ping quarters.
While the process could have conjured up old
family issues, she managed to avoid the potential
landmines, “We had to balance it out so that
everybody felt that they had something special,” she
says. Two of the siblings live in Minnesota;
combined, they have seven children. Because they
use the home most frequently, their spaces are
iarg('st. One of the West Coast ﬁi}ﬂing}; has a |:|rg(_*r
("]f.').'tt'l S0 .‘\'hL‘ can |L'ﬂ'\'(' 1J'|li'|g\ 1J'|l'l—l'. "\nl| I-Ur |.]-|l'. Twia
siblings that visit the least, two smaller bedrooms
can open up to each other through pm:ka;-t s to
create a suite. All the bedrooms feature their own
bath, and the master bedroom the parents’

qu.lr'tr.'rx' s I}'|=" 1:1’1|\ Sil'tp g l"h:m‘nhi‘l' an IJ']:'

main fl

Nevertheless, family members have been known to
sneak downstairs on L'ri.\'p summer nights Lo f-ilL‘l.‘IJ in

the sun |_mrL'|l, Perched on the deck overlooking the

lake, the porch is equipped with a hide-a-bed and
L']-]Aisl_'.| ml]ll’ SPEL-C I.l raco :upll! “‘I- ﬂ({u]t_\' ara gﬂ&ﬂlf:
of giggling kids,

FAMILY DYNAMIC

Kids rule on the lower level, “It’s all concrete
!'lnnring so the kids can rollerblade in the winter,”
says Sk(:gm(:. “If :.'IIU.I'E‘ going to use this plau‘
_\'var-ruun({, what are your kids going to do?
They're too little to cross-country ski... Do you
really want to go skating with them all the time?
We kept the f
whatever they wanted... shoot hockey pucks
the kids can get their
Nickelodeon fixes downstairs in a small room

r concrete so they could do
whatever.” And Skogmo

with a 'la.rgt' television. But k(-t-ping the area
simp|c was utilitarian as much as it was to amuse
the younger family members. “There’s a big
showi they can all come in from the lake and

rinse off,

Both Sk{:gﬂl{: and Hillbrand were taken in h}' the
family and continue to stay in touch with them
even now T.I‘].'ll thl" Pr‘.ljl'l.1 |'\ ﬂ:‘.:mi‘!l'tl'd. S:i\'.\
.H'kf:__g_'m:::_ “You want to be a part of this t-ami]_\;."
And Hillbrand recounts her visit to the cabin for
a final inspection. “The sun was sparkling off the
lake and somehow they got all the kids togethe

They were standing in the water and on the
all yelled, “Thank you for the

house!” They're lovely, intelligent, lively Iu‘uplv." [

count of three the



